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Response to Amendment 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acl<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lee (US Pat. 
No. 6,107,726). 

Lee teaches: 

A liquid ejecting apparatus, comprising: 

a carriage (40, fig. 1, col. 3, line 39), reciprocating, refer to col. 3, lines 38-45; 
a liquid ejecting head (51, fig. 1), mounted on the carriage, and having a nozzle 
forming face from which liquid is ejected, refer to col. 3, lines 38-45; and 
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a wiping member (630, fig. 2), wiping the nozzle forming face in accordance with 
a movement of the carriage, refer to col. 4, lines 18-22, and fig. 5 shows the movement 
of the carriage to cause the wiping action, 

wherein the wiping member includes: 

a body part (632, fig. 2); 

a wiping part (nor numbered, however, is the upper slender portion of the wiper 
632, fig. 2), formed at a tip of the body part for abutting the liquid ejecting head; and 

a support part (631c, figs. 2, 4B and 5B), supporting the body part, refer to col. 4, 
line 27-28; 

wherein the support is formed inside the wiping part, refer to figs. 2 (before 
inserting into the wiper support), 4B and 58 (after inserting into the wiper support). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee. 

In regard to: 
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Claim 2: 

The device of Lee DIFFERS from claim 2 in that it does not teach: 

wherein the support part is formed so that a sectional area of the support part 

parallel with a bottom face of the support part becomes smaller toward the tip from the 

bottom face. 

This claim concerns the shape of the support part, therefore it would have been 
an obvious matter of design choice to design a shape of the support part, such as the 
pyramid shape in the instant application, since such a modification from a rectangular 
shape into a pyramid shape would have involved a mere change in the shape of the 
support part. A change of shape of a component, such as the support part of the wiper, 
is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art, refer to 
MPEP 2144.04 IV B. 

Claim 6: 

The device of Jackson et al. DIFFERS from claim 6 in that it does not teach: 
wherein the support part has an elastic coefficient larger than that of the wiping 

part. 

First, on a commonsense basis, a support used to support a device, e.g., a wiper 
blade in this case, the elastic coefficient or the rigidity or commonly speaking the 
stiffness of the support has to be at least equal to the device it suppose to support. 
Otherwise, it would not constitute as a support. Since this claim is related to a selection 
of materials such that the support is one kind of material, and the wiping part is of 
another kind. Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to select known materials for the support 
part and the wiping part, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker 
in the art to select known materials on the basis of its suitability for the intended use, 
refer to MPEP 214.07. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 12-27 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

In regard to: 
Claims 12-18: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 12-18 is the inclusion of the 
limitations of a plurality of support parts, supporting the body part; and wherein the 
support parts are provided on a face of the wiping part that is opposing to a wiping face 
of the wiping part which the liquid ejecting head abuts. It is these limitations found in 
each of the claims, as they are claimed in the combination that has not been found, 
taught or suggested by the prior art of record, which makes these claims allowable over 
the prior. 

Claim 19-27: 
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The primary reason for the allowance of claims 1 9-27 is the inclusion of the 
limitation of wherein the support part is formed such that a sectional area of the support 
part parallel with a bottom face of the support part becomes smaller toward the tip from 
the bottom face. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, as they are claimed in 
the combination that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record, 
which makes these claims allowable over the prior. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Lee's reference (US 6,109,726) teaches a wiper blade is inserted into a wiper 
support, i.e., the support is formed inside the wiper blade. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shih-wen Hsieh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2256. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM -5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve Meier can be reached on 571-272-1934. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). sWH-WEN HSIEH 

PRJM/VRY EXAMINER 

Slifl^ShHsFBtl " 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2861 
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